2 Io 


ww » 


The Glorious State of the Saints in Heaven. 


SE K © 


Preached to the 


EO WOW: 


Which Support the 


IVedneſday's Evening Lecture 
IN 


GREAT EAST-CHEAP, 
December 31ſt, 1755. 


Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 


7 
8 


By FOHN GILL, D. D. 


_— 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by G. Ks1TH at the Bible and Crown 
in Grace-chzrch-flreet ; and J. Ronins0N at Dock- 
head, Southwark, M,DCC.LVI. 


[ Price Six-pence, ] 


„ nnn 


. 
” 
—ͤ——— EROS — — N'— Mo ——— > ane —j. — —_—  - — — — — 9 OR — = A 


-—2 2 4 K br... = SERA —— — ———— — —ꝛ— — 


4 
* 
1 


PSA L. Ixxxiv. 11. 


— The Lord will give Grace 
and Glory. 


E only word in this Paſſage I 


which I underſtand the glorious 

and happy ſtate of the ſaints after 
death, the fruit of divine grace, freely given 
them of the Lord. 

I have in ſome former diſcourſes, on ſuch 
occaſions as this, treated of the latter day- 
glory in the ſeveral branches of it, and of 
what ſhall go before it, and be done in 
it; and alſo of the faith which ſuch things 
require, and of the ſure and certain Per- 
formance of them: and now I ſhall treat 
of the ultimate glory of the ſaints in hea- 
ven; which will commence upon their de- 
parture out of this world, and be conſum- 
mated in the morning of the reſurrection 
from the dead; and this I ſhall endeayour 
to do in the following method : 
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I. I ſhall attempt to prove the reality and 
certainty of ſuch an happy ſtate. 

II. Deſcribe it, as I am able, according 
to the ſcriptural Account of it. 

III. Point out the Perſons that ſhall en- 


joy it. 


I. Prove that there will be a glorious and 
happy ſtate enjoyed by good men after 
death, or in another world. 

Firſt, this will admit of ſome ſort of 
proof, from the light of nature and reaſon ; 
not that the kind or nature of ſuch happi- 
neſs 4s diſcoverable or demonitrable by it ; 
but future happineſs in general, or ſome 
general notion of it may be come at there 
by it; which may be concluded, 

1. From the natural deſire after ha 
neſs that is in mankind ; and this defire of 
it is univerſal ; there is not one man born 
into the wgeld, if he lives to years of diſ- 
cretion and underſtanding, and has the ex- 
erciſe of his reaſon, but is deſirous of hap- 
pineſs, and is eager in his purſuit of it, in 
ſome way or another, and yet does not find 
it in this life; all created beings and excel- 
lencies ſay it is not in me, as is found by 
the moſt diligent enquiry after it; it is not 
in wordly. wealth and riches ; it is not in 
the gratification of ſenſual luſts and plea- 
ſures; it is not in the honours of this world, 


in 
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m popular applauſe, fame, and credit ; it is 
not in natural wiſdom and knowledge ; not 
in all the endowments of the mind, or ac- 
compliſhments of the body ; no, not in any 
thing in the whole compaſs of the creation, 
Now either this deſire of happineſs is plant- 
ed in human nature in vain, - which is not 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe ; or elſe there muſt be 
a future ſtate of happineſs, in which, ſome 
at leaſt of the individuals of human nature, 
even good men, will have this deſire fully 


| ſatisfied ; which will be, and not before, 


they awake in the divine /tkeneſs. 

2. It may be argued from the unequal 
diſtribution of things in this life, which 
make the providences of God very intricate 
and perplexed ; and they appear attended 
with ſuch difficulties as we are not able 
to ſolve, without the ſuppoſition of a future 
ſtate. It is eaſy to obſerve, that wicked 
men oftentimes. proſper in this world, and 
increaſe in riches; abound in an afluence 
of good things ; are not afflicted as other 
men, but ſpend their days in plenty, and 
go down to the grave in peace; when, on 
the other hand, many are the afflictions of 
the righteous ; good men are often afflicted 
in their perſons, diſtreſſed in their circum- 
ſtances, or labour under the oppreſſion and 
tyranny of the wicked. Now there is no 
accounting for theſe things in a rational 
manner, without ſuppoſing a future ſtate, 
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in which good men will be happy, and 
wicked men miſerable; or the one be 
comforted, and the other tormented : tis 
only this Conſideration that can make the 
preſent ſtate of things fit eaſy on a rational 
mind, or on the mind of a good man, and 

reconcile him to it. | 
3. It may be obſerved, that a general 
notion of happineſs after death has obtained 
among the wiſer fort of heathens, who have 
only * guided by the light of nature; 
eſpecially among ſuch who have given in 
to the belief of the immortality of the ſoul. 
Hades, or the ſtate and place of the dead, 
with them were two-fold ; the one they 
called Tartarus, the fame with hell, a place 
of torments, where, the wicked after death, 
having been judged by the proper judges, 
and ſentence paſſed upon them, were waft- 
ed over the Stygian lake in old Charon's 
boat *, commonly called the ferry- man of 
hell. The other they call the E//ian fields, 
the iſland of the bleſſed, the ſeat of the im- 
mortal ones, the place where the ſouls of 
men go after death; which fields and 
Wand they place in a temperate air and 
climate ; where are no bluſtering ſtorms, 
nipping froſts, and fleecy ſnows, but all 
calm, quiet, warm, and comfortable ; where 
are cooling ſhades, refreſhing bowers fanned 
with 
Vid. Diodor. Sicul. I. 1. p. 82. Ed. Rhod. Plato in 


Gorgia, p. 357. Homer. Iliad. 8. ver, 13, 14, 15, 16- 
Virgil Eneid. I. 6. ver. 540, &c. l : 
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with ſoft and gentle zephyrs; where are 

raſſy plains, flowery meads, and fruitful 
fields abounding with all the delights of na- 
ture, with pure flowing fountains and pur- 
ling ſtreams ; where the bleſſed inhabitants 
are regaled with ambroſia and neCtar, and 
where they ſpend their happy hours in feaſt- 
ing, dancing, mirth, and muſic *® Theſe 
things I obſerve, not to ſhew that the hea- 
thens had any true notion of the nature of 
future happineſs, far from it, but only that 
the belief of it in general did obtain among 
them; and this alſo ſerves to ſhew what 
poor things the light of nature, and the re- 
ligion of nature are, which fome men would 
bring us back again unto. But bleſſed be 
God for a divine revelation ; for a more ſure 
word of prophecy; for the goſpel, which 
brings life and immortality to light ©; ſets 
the itate of an immortal life after death in 
the trueſt light, as well as ſhews us the 
way unto it. Wherefore, 

Secondly, The clear and full proof of the 
ſaints future ſtate of glory and happineſs is 
to be fetched from the ſcriptures of truth, 
and may be ſtrongly concluded, 


I, 

D A & in HAvowr iis nas wugala yang, &c. 

Homer. Odyſf. 4. ver. 563, &c, 
Devenere locos lætos & amcena vireta 
Fortunatorum nemorum ſedeſque beatas, &c. 

; Virgil. Eneid. 1. 6. ver. 638, 639, &c. 
Vid. Servium in Eneid. 5. p. 973. Plato. in Axiocho in 
fine, & Pindar. Olymp. Od. 2. p. 96, 98. Ed. Schmid. 

X 2 Pet. i. 19. 2 Tim. i. lO, 
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1. From the promiſe of God concerning 

it. The divine promiſes to godlineſs and 
odly men reach not only to is liſe, but 
to that which is to come; yea, the promiſe 
of eternal life is the principal one ; the apo- 
ſtle John ſpeaks of it, as if it was the only 
one, becauſe the chief: thrs is the promiſe 
he hath promiſed us, even eternal life“; and 
is that indeed in which all the reſt center 
and terminate, It was made very early, 
before the world began, and by that God 
which cannot lye*, and therefore may be 
depended upon as ſure and certain: bleſſed 
is the man that endureth temptation, for 
«oben he is tried, by various afflictions in this 


life, he ſhall after death receive the crown of 


life, even life eternal, which the Lord bath 
promiſed to them that love him b. 

2. This glory is not only promiſed but 
prepared; it conſiſts of things unſeen and 
unheard of by men, and not to be conceived 
of by them in the preſent ſtate, and which 
are prepared“ by the Lord for all true loyers 
of him. And this preparation of happineſs 
was very early made; it is a kingdom pre- 
pared from the foundation of the world; in 
the counſels and purpoſes of God, which 
are unfruſtrable, and can never be made 
void; nor can it, nor will it be given to any 
other than to thoſe for whom it is pre- 

| pared, 


* 1 Tim. iv, 8, © 1 John ii. 25. 
n £ James i. 12. 
* x Cor. ii. 9. Matt. Xxv. 34. 


[9] 
pared *, by the Father of Chriſt, and theſe 
ſhall certainly enjoy it. 

3. Not only this glory is promiſed and 
prepared, but there are veſſels of merey afore, 
and as early prepared for this glary * in the 
deſtination and appointment of God ; there 
are ſome who are ordained to eternal hfe * 
and theſe, as they certainly believe in Chriſt 
in time, ſo they ſhall moſt aſſuredly enjoy 
that life in eternity to which they are or- 
dained ; means as well as end being fixed 
and ſure : for God has choſen them from the 
beginning ; not from the beginning of the 
goſpel being preached unto them, nor from 
the beginning of their converſion, but from 
the beginning of time, even from all eter- 
nity ; through ſanctiſication of the ſpirit and 
belief of the truth, as means of falvation 
and eternal life; even to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt * ; which he is 
entered into, is poſſeſſed of, and has in his 
hands to give unto his people, and which will 
partly conſiſt in beholding his glory; and 
theſe things are firm and ſure ; predeſtina- 
tion and glorification are links in the fame 
chain, and cannot be broken and parted ; 
whom be did predeſtinate—them be alſo glo- 


rified *. 


* Matt. xx. 23. 1 Rom. ix. 23. 
* Acts xiil. 48. » 2 Thefl. ii. 13, 14. 
Rom. viii. 30, 
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4. The covenant of grace includes and 
enſures a future ſtate of glory and happineſs, 
as well as all the bleſſings of grace for the 

reſent ; otherwiſe it would not be ordered 
in all things as it is, even in all things con- 
venient for bur ſpiritual and eternal welfare; 
nor be all our ſalvation, ſince that compre- 
hends the whole of bliſs and happineſs, 
here and hereafter ; nor all our gefire?, 
which certainly extends to another world. 
We call this covenant a covenant of grace, 
becauſe it ſprings from the grace of God, 
is founded on it, and is filled with it: the 
fcriptures call it the covenant of peace, be- 
cauſe of an article in it reſpecting peace and 
reconciliation by Chriſt ; and for the ſame 
reaſon it is called the covenant of Hife 4, as 
well as peace, becauſe of the article of eter- 
nal life which is ſettled in it; the form in 
which the ſubſtance of it runs, is, I il 
be their God, and they ſhall be my people * , 
and as this form of ſpeaking in it, proves 
the immortality of the ſoul, and the reſur- 
rection of the body, for which laſt our Lord 
ces it, fo likewife a future ſtate of 
glory and happineſs ; for God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living. 

5. The ſuretyſhip-engagements and per- 
formances of Chriſt give us abundant reaſon 
to believe a future ſtate of bliſs and glory ; 

he 


” 2 Sam. xxili, 5. 1 Mal. ii. 5. 
7 Jer, xxxii. 38, Matt. xxl. 31, 32. 
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he became a ſurety for his people in the cave- 
nant of grace, not only to bring them to the 

rticipation of the bleſfings of grace in time, 
— to bring them to eternal glory; not only 
to bring them to himſelf by faith, and into his 
church and fold here below, hut to ſet them 
before his Father's face in heaven; as Juda 
became ſurety for Benjamin to bring him 
and ſet him before his father Jacob, or 
bear the blame for ever *: wherefore, in 
conſequence of this engagement, he has 
looked upon himſelf under obligation to do 
every thing in order to bring them into this 
ſtate : he came into this world in our na- 
ture to remove all the remora's, obſtruc- 
tions, and difficulties that lay in the way 
to it, and to open the way for enjoyment 
of it; he came that we might have life, and 
that we might have it more abundantly * ; a 
more abundant, and a more excellent life 
than Adam had in innocence, or the an- 
gels in heaven; a life of glory with himſelf : 
and accordingly he will bring all She many 


ſons to glory, as the great captain of ſakug- 


tion; and preſent them to his Father, ſay- 
ing, behold I, and the children whom God 
hath given me *. 

6. This we may be further aſſured of 
from the actual entrance of Chriſt into glory 
after his ſufferings and death,which were ne- 

B 2 cellary 


t Gen. xliii. 9 + John x, 10. 
» Heb, ii. 10, 13 
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[ 22 ] 
ceſſary by the appointment and promiſe of 
God; and into which he entred, not as a 
ſingle perſon only, or for himſelf alone, but 
as a common perſon, public head and re- 

reſentative of all his people ; he entred into 
— as the fore- runner of them, and took 
poſſeſſion: of it in their name, and appears 
now in the preſence of God * for them, 
repreſenting them all; inſomuch that they 
are ſaid ! to be already made to fit together 
in heavenly' places in Chriſt Jeſus; from 
which it may be moſt certainly concluded, 
that they will fit there in their own perſons 
hereafter. 
7. The preparations of Chriſt, and his 
prayers for the future glory of his people, 
furniſh out an argument not inconſiderable, 
proving the reality and certainty of it: in 
my Father's houſe, ſays Chriſt *, are many 
manſions, of peace, joy, bliſs and happineſs; 
Fit were not ſo, I would have told you ; 
which is a ſtrong and invincible proof of 
the truth we are treating of: I go H prepare 
aplace for you ; meaning in the other world, 
in his Father's houſe, which tho' a king- 
dom -prepared from eternity in the will, 
purpoſe and deſign of God, yet required 
another and freſh preparation by the per- 
ſonal preſence and powerful interceſſion of 
Chriſt ; and if 1 go and prepare a place fer 
you, 


* Heb. vi. 20. and ix. 24. y Eph. ii. & 
* John xiv. 2, 3. | 
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vou, as he certainly would and did; I will 
come again and receive you unto myſelf, that 
where I am there ye may be alſo, of which 
no doubt is to be made: and his prayers 
and interceſſions are for the ſame thing, of 
which we have an inſtance and example in 
his interceſſory prayer here on earth; Fa- 
ther, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt 
given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory *; and his prayers al- 
ways were, and ever will be heard. 

8. In effectual vocation, the people of 
God are called to this glory : hence the 
apoſtle Paul exhorted Timothy to lay hold on 
eternal life ©; to look for it, expect it, and 
believe that he ſhould enjoy it; adding this 
as a reaſon or argument, hereunto thou art 
alſo called; and ſo is every one that is ef- 
fectually called by the grace of God; and 
therefore are under obligation to w wor- 
thy of him % hath called them 79 bis king- 
dom and glory ©: and they may be aſſured, 
that the God of all grace, who hath called 
them into his eternal glory by Jeſus Chriſt , 
will bring them to the enjoyment of it; 
for he is faithful who has called them, who 
alſo will do it; whom he called — them be 
alſo. glorified © ; between effectual vocation, 
and eternal glory, is an inſeparable con- 
nection. 


9. 
* John xvii. 24. d 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
© 1 Theſfl. ii. 12. 0 1 Pet. v. 10. 
* Rom. viii, 30. 
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9. Not only the grace of the Spirit of 
God in regeneration and converſion, which 
is the ſaints meetneſs for glory and evidence 
of it, proves a future ſtate of bliſs and glory, 
fince it is a well living water ſpringing up 
unto everlaſting life * : but the Spirit himſelf 
is given them as an earneff of it, even he is 
the earneſt of their inheritance until the re- 
demption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, and by 
him they are ſealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion ; and as ſure as they have received the 
earneſt, they ſhall enjoy the inheritance, or 
be poſſeſſed of eternal life. BE © 4 

10. The deſires of the ſaints after the 
heavenly glory, and their aſſurance of it, 
which at leaſt ſome of them have in this 
life, and at the hour of death, have no 
ſmall weight in them for the confirmation 
of this truth. «Often do they defire, with 
the apoſtle Paul, to depart out of this world, 
and be with Chrift, which is far letter“; 
far better for them, and moſt eligible by 
them; they chuſe rather to be ab/ent from 
the body, that they might be preſent with 
the Lord* ; and what ſtrong affurance have 
ſome of them had of their future happi- 
neſs ? as the patriarchs of old, who died in 


faith®, not only of the Meſſiah's coming, 


and of the bleflings of grace by him, but 
of their belonging to that city whoſe builder 
| and 
n 
i 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. * Heb. xi. 13. 
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and maker is God, the apoſtle there is ſpeak- 
ing of: ſo ſays David ', thou ſhalt guide me 
with thy counſel, and afterward receive me 
to glory; and the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks not 
only for himſelf, and in the name of mi- 
niſters of the word, his brethren, but in the 
behalf of all the ſaints; we nod that af- 
ter death we have an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens ® and how 
many precious ſaints, martyrs, and confeſ- 
ſors of Jeſus, with others, when they have 
been about to leave this world, have cried 
Glory, Glory, Glory, as having fight of it, 
and fully aſſured of their going to it? Now 
though this, with an infidet world, may be 
reckoned dream and enthuſiaſm ; yet, along 
with the evidence before given, will leave 
no room for a truly gracious ſoul to doubt 
of ſuch a ſtate, And agreeable to all this, 
according to divine Revelation, it appears 
to be matter of fact, that good men as 
ſoon as they depart from hence are im- 
mediately with Chri/t ; that thoſe that die in 
him are from thenceforth bleſſed, from the 
moment of their death, and reſt from their 
labours, and thetr works follow them * ; that 
angels ſtand around their dying beds wait- 
ing to do their office; and as ſoon as the 
foul 1s ſeparated from the body, eſcort it 
through the regions of the air to the hea- 

venly 


Pf. lxxiii. 24. mn 2 Cor. v. 1. 
* Phil. i. 23. Rev. xiv. 13. 
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[ 16 ] 
venly bliſs; ſo Lazarus, when he died, 
was at once carried by angels into Abra- 
ham's boſom ; and the penitent thief that 
ſuffered on the croſs was that day with 
Chriſt in paradiſe ®. But I go on, 


II. To deſcribe this glorious ſtate. This 
I confeſs'is a taſk fitter for an angel than a 
man, or for a glorified faint in heaven than 
for a poor, frail, mortal, finful creature on 
earth. However, I ſhall make an attempt, 
tho it be but a feeble one, under the direc- 
tion and guidance, and with the aſſiſtance 
of the ſacred ſcriptures ; and which I ſhall 
endeavour to do, 

Firſt, by obſerving thoſe images by which 
the heavenly glory is repreſented ; images 
which are taken from things the moſt grand 
and ſtriking, of the greateſt worth, value, 
and eſteem among men. | 

1. It is repreſented by an beafty but ſuch 
an one as is not to be found any where on 
earth, @ building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens? , it is not 
of this building, or of man's; it is built by 
him that built all things; it is an houſe 
whoſe builder and maker is God, and not 
man: there have been many men that have 
been famous for their ſkill in architecture, 
and many tine buildings have been erected 
by them, which have perpetuated their me- 

| mory 
Luke xvi, 22, and xxiij, 43. P 2 Cor. v. t. 
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mory to many ages; ſuch as the temple 
built by Solomon, rebuilt by Zorobabel, and 
repaired by Herod ; concerning which the 
diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, Maſter, ſee what 
manner of ſtones, and what buildings are 
here a; but, alas, what were thoſe buildin 

to this we are ſpeaking of! they were + 
holy places made with hands, which were the 
figures of the true; this the true holy places 
themſelves, not made with hands © ; not with 
the hands of men, but with the hands of 
God); not an erection of mens works, but 
the effect of divine grace, the pure, free 
grace-gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: this houſe is in tbe heavens,.and is 
oppoſed to the earthly houſe of our taberna- 
cle; to theſe houſes of clay which have their 
foundation in the duſt; and it is called our 
houſe which 1s from heaven * ; being entirely 
of an heavenly kind and nature, and it is eter- 
nal : ſome men build their houſes here on 


earth in ſuch manner, that they fancy they 


will continue for ever, to all generations*; but 


theſe either thro' length of time, fall to de- 
cay, or are demoliſhed by an enemy, or 
conſumed by fire, or tumbled down by an 
earthquake; but this heavenly houſe always 


abides, and all the apartments in it are ever - 


laſting habitations * to which may be add- 
ed, that this is Chriſt's Father's houſe, in 
which 

2 Mark xii. 1. " Heb. ix. 23. 


* 2 Cor, v. 2. t Pf, xlix. 11. 
» Luke xvi. 9. 
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which are many manfions v; not only which 
he has built, but in which he dwells, and 
where he will have all his children; and it 
is our Father's houſe as well as Chriſt's, 
which makes it ſtill more endearing : and 
a roomy one it is; there are many manſions, 
dwelling- places of reſt, peace and joy in 


it; many, for the many ordained to eternal 


life; for the many juſtified by the obedience 
of Chriſt; for the many for whom his 
blood was ſhed for the remiſſion of fins ; 
for the many ſons he brings to glory ; yea, 
Here's room enough for 'the innumerable 
company, choſen, redeemed and called out of 
every kindred, tongue, E and nation. 
2. It rs called an inberitance. This en- 
larges the idea; for though, with ſome, 
an inheritance may be but a ſingle houſe, a 
mean cottage, a ſmall 1 yet, with 
others, it is an aſſemblage of wealth and 
riches: it conſiſts of many houſes, farms, 
eſtates and poſſeſſions, of gold and ſilver, 
jewels and precious ſtones. Heaven is of- 
ten fpoken of as an inheritance, in alluſion to 
the land of Canaan, which was diſtributed by 
lot for an inheritance to the children of 
Iſrael : hence, ſays the apoſtle, in whom, 
fpeaking of Chriſt, wwe have obtained an in- 
beritanice,.or a40t*; an inheritance by lot ; 
not that it is a caſual thing, ſince it follows, 
being predeſtinated according to the good pur- 
poſe of him, who worketh all things after the 

| | counſel 

» John xiv. 2. * ExnguwInper, Eph. i. 11. 
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counſel of his own <will ; but becauſe every 
faint has his lot, part, and portion in it; for 
it is an inberitance of the ſaints in light, and 
among all them which ar? ſanctiſied . There 
are many things in which Canaan, and the 
heavenly glory agree, I have not time ta 
attend to now ; only would obſerve, that 
the 1/raelites were brought into the poſſeſs 
ſion of their inheritance, not by Ms/es, but 
by Jo/bua ; ſo the ſaints are brought to hea» 
ven, not by the werks of the law, or their 
obedience to that, but by Jeſus, the great 
captain of their ſalvation. Heaven is alſo 
called an inheritance, in alluſion to inheri- 
tances among men, which are not acquired 
by labour and diligence, nor purchaſed with 
money, but bequeathed by relations and 
friends, and are tranſmitted from father to 
ſon, $0 the heavenly glory is not obtained 
by the works of men, though they natu- 
rally think they muſt do. ſome good thing 
to inherit eternal life; nor is it to be pur» 
chaſed, if a man would give all the ſub- 
ſtance of his houſe for it, it would utterly 
be contemned: it is bequeathed to ſaints by 
their heavenly Father, whoſe good pleaſure 
it is to give them the kingdom © ; and this he 


gives by will, by teſtament, and which 


comes to them by, upon, and through the 
death of the teſtator Jeſus Chriſt, And it 
ſolely belongs to children, children, then 


C 2 heirs ; 
Col. i. 12, Acts xx. 32. „Luke Xii. 32. 
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heirs* ; not to ſervants, no not the mini/tring 


ſpirits, who miniſter for them who ſhall be, 


or rather 0 are heirs of ſalvation, or ſhall 
inherit t*; much leſs to the children of 
the bondwoman, or to ſtrangers ; only to 
thoſe who are predeſtinated to the adoption 
of children, or are fellow-citizens with the 
ſaints, and of the houſhold of God. This 
is an inheritance which is incorruptible, 
whereas all earthly inheritances are corrup- 
tible things ; but this cannot be corrupted 
by any thing, by fin, or any thing elſe, and 
none but incorruptible perſons ſhall enjoy 
it; it is'wndefiled, and will ever remain ſo, 
and none that defileth, or is defiled, ſhall 
ever poſſeſs it; it fadeth not away, nor the 
glory of it, as earthly inheritances through 
length of time do; it is reſerved in the hea- 
dens, ſafe and ſecure for all the heirs of it, 
and'they are kept by the power of God for 
it ; it is an eternal inberitanced, out of the 
poſſeſſion of which the right heirs will 
never be ejected. 

3. The glory of the ſaints in heaven is 
expreſſed by a city, which ſtill more en- 
larges the idea of it; a city whoſe builder 
and maker is Ged, and ſo infinitely beyond 
any thing of this kind on earth; a city 
#obich has foundations*, more than one, the 
e BY love of God, the unalterable co- 


venant 

5 Bow: viii. 19, D Tx; MEAAoY os XAngovopiy 
ceſngtan, Heb. i. 14, 2. 
4 Heb. ix. 15. * Heb. xi. 10. 
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venant of grace, and the rock of ages Je- 
ſus Chriſt; ſo that it ſtands firm and im- 
moveable, and cannot be ſhaken and thrown 
down, as ſome cities of late have been by 
earthquakes “: here no city is continuing, 
but in length of time falls to ruin ; but this 
always abides: the glory of it cannot be ex- 
preſſed and deſcribed by men; the deſcrip- 
tion of the city of the new Jeruſalem ſeems 
to be hyperbolical, and to exceed belief ; 
the figures by which it is ſet forth are bold 
and ſtrong ; as that its wall is of jaſper, its 
foundations precious ſtones, its gates of pearl, 
and the ſtreets thereof of pure gold, tran- 
ſparent as glaſs* ; and yet as bold and ſtrong 
as theſe figures are, they fall ſhort of ſet- 
ting forth the true and real grandeur of it. 

4. The heavenly ſtate is ſignified by a 
kingdom ; which carries the idea of it higher 
ſtill, and gives a more exalted notion of it. 
Saints are kings, not titular and nominal ones; 
they have a kz7ngdom now which cannot be 
moved, and which lies in righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt * ; and they are heirs 
of another, @ kingdom prepared for them 


From the foundation of the world; a kingdom 


and glory, or a glorious kingdom, to which 
they are called and fitted for in effectual vo- 
cation; an everlaſting kingdom, into which 

they 


* As Liſbon and Megquinez lately, and many others ſhaken 
and damaged in divers places, and in almoſt all parts of the 
world, See Matt. xxiv. 7. © Rev. xxl. 18—21. 

# Heb, xii, 28, Rom. xiv. 17. 
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they will be introduced when time ſhall be 
no more with them * ; a kingdom that has 
all the regalia belonging to it. The glory 
of this ſtate is ſometimes expreſſed by a 
cron, and is called a crown of /ife, even 
of eternal life, and will be enjoyed for ever 
@ crown of righteouſneſs, which will be 
given by the righteous judge in a way of 
righteouſneſs, and according to the rules of 
juſtice ; 4 crown of glory that fadeth not 
away; not like the garlands or crowns given 
to conquerors in the Olympic games, to 
which the alluſion is, which were made 
ſometimes of flowers and herbs, that ſoon 
withered away; they ran, they ſtrove to 
obtain a corruptible crown, we an 7ncorr 
tible one : the ſame is alſo expreſſed by a 
throne, another enſign or emblem of the 
glory of a kingdom ; @ throne of glory, or 
a glorious throne, to which the faints are 
raiſed from the dungbill h to fit upon and in- 
Berit, even the ſame throne Chriſt himſelf 
fits upon; for, ſays he i, te him that over 
cometh will I grant to fit with me in my 
throne, even as I alſo cvercame, and am [et 
- down with my Father on his throne. How glo- 
rious and magnificent muſt this ſtate be |! 

5. It is ſet forth by every thing that is 
pleaſing and grateful to the mind, or ſtrik- 
ing to the lenſes, and by ſuch things as ex- 


ceed 


f Matt. xxv. 34. 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. 2 Pet. i. 11. 
Rev. in. 11. 2 Tim. iv. 8. I Pet. v. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
D 1 Sam. ii. 8. 1 Rev, iii. 21. 
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ceed all the enjoyments of them in this 
world. Here the ſaints will fit down with 
Chriſt at his table, and drink new wine 
with him in his Father's kingdom ; here 
they will pluck and eat of the fruit of the 
tree of life, which ſtands in the midſt of 
the paradiſe of God; that tree of life which 
beats twelve manner of fruits, yielded every 
month, the leaves of which are for the 
healing of the nations; here they'll drink 
of the river of divine plcaſure, that pure 


water of life, proceeding out of the throne 


of God and of the Lamb *; here they'll ſee 
what eye hath not ſeen, hear what the ear 
hath not beard, nor have entred into the heart 
of nan: the eye of man has ſeen many 
things on earth very grand and illuſtrious, 
and what have been very entertaining to it; 
but it never ſaw ſuch objects as will be ſeen 
in heaven: the ear of man has heard and 
deen entertained with very pleaſing ſounds, 
very delightful muſic, vocal and inſtru- 
mental; but it never heard ſuch muſic as will 
be heard in heaven : the heart of man can 
conceive of more than it has either ſeen or 
heard ; but it never conceived of ſuch thin 


as will be enjoyed in the world above. 


Secondly, our conceptions of the heavenly 
glory, at leaſt of the greatneſs of it, may 
be aided and aſſiſted by conſidering the 

epithets 


* Luke xxii. 18, 30, Rev. ii. 7. and xxii. 1, 2. 
? 1 Cor. ii, 9. 
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epithets given unto it, It is repreſented as 
an unſeen glory, as conſiſting of things not 
ſeen , which are eternal; which faith and 
hope for the preſent have only concern 
with: faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not ſeen®; we 
have not ſo much as a glimpſe of this glory 
but by faith ; and hope is waiting for it, as 

ſomething yet unſeen : hope that is ſeen is 
not hope, for what a man ſeeth, why dath 
he yet hope for ? but if we hope for that we 
ſee not, then do <ve with patience wait for 
. This glory is alſo Future ; nothing as 
yet enjoyed is that; it is ſomething to come, 
greater than ever has been poſſeſſed in this 


world; it is a glory that ſhall be revealed ; 


it is grace, or that glory which is the per- 
fection of grace, that is to be brought unto 
us at the revelation of Chrift, when the 
ſaints hall appear with him in glory; at 
preſent it does not appear what they ſhall be, 
Fo when he ſhall appear, they ſhall be like 
him, and ſee him as he 1s”. Moreover, 
this glory is an incomparable one; there is 
nothing in this world to be compared to it. 
All the wealth, riches, and grandeur of it 
are trifling and empty things in compariſon 
of it. The apoſtle has a ſtrange exprefſion 
at firſt fight upon this ſubject: I reckon, 
ſays he a, that the ſufferings of this preſent 


3 lime 


m 2 Cor. iv. 18. n Heb. xi. 1. 
Rom. viii. 24, 25. P Rom. viii. 18. Col, iii, 
4. 1 John iii. 2, 9 Rom, viii. 18. 
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time are not worthy to be compared wth the 
glory which ſhall be revealed in us. One 
would rather have thought he ſhould have 
faid, that all that can be deſired and enjoyed 
in the preſent ſtate, are not to be compared or 
made mention of with the glory of the other 
world ; but he inſtances in the ſufferings of 
the faitits: the pureſt part of their ſervices, if 
they may be called ſo; and aflerts that theſe 
are far from being meritorious of this glory, 
fall infinitely ſhort of it, there being no pro- 
portion between them and that; they are Jig 


afflictions, this a «weight of glory; they for a 


moment, this eternal; and this is what ſup- 
ports the ſaints in their ſuffering circumſtan- 
ces, and makes them chuſe afjiz&tton with the 
people of God, and to eſteem reproach for 
Chriſt's ſake greater riches than the treaſures 
in Eg) pt, having reſpect to the recompence of 
reward * ; which is of grace, and not of 
works; and cauſes them to take joyfully the 
ſboiling of their goods, for the fake of Chriſt, 
knowing that they have in heaven à better and 
an enduring ſubſtance *, Likewile, this glory 
is always the ſame; the glory of this world 
paſſes away, but the glory of the world to 
come never will; is it a crown of glory? it 
is a never-fading one; is it an inheritance ? 
it is an inheritance that fadeth not away. 


When 
> Heb. xi. 25, 26. © Chap. x. 34 
D 
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When kingdoms, crowns and ſcepters are no 
more, and all that is great and glorious in this 
world, this will endure; for it is eternal glory 
the God of all grace calls his 3 to, and 
will put them in the poſſeſſion of. This 
epithet is joined to all the images by which it 
is expreſſed; is it an houſe? it is eternal in 
the heavens; is it an inheritance ? it is an 
eternal one; is it a city? tis what continues 
for ever; is it a kingdom? it is an everlaſting 
one; it is a being for ever with the Lord, and 
which raiſes and aggrandizes the idea of it. 

Thirdly, we may obtain ſome further 
knowledge of the glory of heaven, by conſi- 
dering what will be the enjoyment of the 
faints, both in the ſeparate ſtate of the ſoul 
before the reſurrection, and in its conjunct 
ſtate with the body after it. 

1ſt, in its ſeparate ſtate before the reſur- 
rection. The ſoul of a ſaint as ſoon as ſepa- 
rated from the body, as has been obſerved, 
will be immediately with Chriſt, and happy; 
dt will enter into, and enjoy the preſence of 
God and Chriſt. And if the gracious pre- 
ſence of God is ſo defirable by his people 
now, that they chuſe not to go any where 
without it, but ſay with Mg, F thy preſence 
go not with me, carry us not up hence *; if this 
gives more-joy and gladneſs than the increaſe 
of all wordly enjoyments; what will the glo- 
rious preſence of the Lord be, in which pre- 

ſence 
1 Pet. v. 10. * Exod. xxxiii. 15. 
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ſence is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
are pleaſures for evermere *, not to be con- 
ceived of ? it the preſence of Chriſt in his 
church is ſuch, as makes his tabernacles ami- 
able, and a day in his courts better than a thou- 
fand * elſewhere ; if the enjoyment of him 
by his diſciples at his transfiguration upon the 
mount, was ſuch as cauſed them to ſay, 2? 1s 
good for us to be here* ; how glorious and 
happy mult it be, to be for ever with him in 
a ſtate where there will be no more a ſepa- 
ration from him, nor interruption of com- 
munion with him? for in this ſtate the ſepa- 
rate ſoul ſhall enjoy uninterrupted commu- 
nion with Father, Son, and Spirit, If fellow- 
ſhip with the Father and with the Son cauſes 
ſaints now to exult and glory when they en- 
joy it; and if the communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſo defirable, and is prayed and wiſh- 
ed for now, what will all this be in a ſtate of 
perfection? if to fit with Chriſt af his table, 
when our ſpitenard ſends forth the ſmell there- 
of, and to be brought into Chriſt's bangquet- 
ing houſe, where his banner over us is love i, 
under which we ſup with him, and he with us, 
are ſo exceeding delightful and entertaining 
now; what will it be to fit down with him at 


his table in his kingdom and glory! To 


which may be added, that there will be in 
D 2 this 


i Pf. xvi. 11. t Pſ. Ixxxiv. 1, 10. 
* Matt. xvii. 4. Cant. i. 12. and ii. 4. 


( 28 ] 

this ſtate not only communion with God, but 
conformity to him; ſaints will be like him, 
as well as fee him: if every view of the glory 
of Chriſt by faith is aſſimilating now, and 
changes into the ſame image from glory to glory*; 
what will a full view of him, a clear fight 
of him, do? Then will the great end of 
redeſtination, to be conformed to the image 
of the Son of God , be compleatly anſwered 
with reſpect to the foul ; which in all its 
wers and faculties will bear a reſemblance 
to Chriſt, and be wholly ſwallowed up in 
him ; its underſtanding will have a clear and 
unbeclouded diſcernment of him; the biaſs 
of the mind will be wholly towards him; 
the will will be entirely ſubmitted to him; 
the affections will be in the ſtrongeſt manner 
ſet upon him, and things above; and the me- 
mory will be fully ſtored with divine and 
heavenly things ; there will be nothing ir- 
regular and diſagreeable in the foul in its 
motions, thoughts and actions. Beſides all 
this, there will be a converſe in this ſeparate 
Nate with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, How angels communicate 
their thoughts to, and converſe with each 
other, we know not; but no doubt they have 
ways and means by which they do, and in 
the ſame way can communicate and converſe 
with the fouls of men, ſpirits like themſelves; 


and 


* 2 Cor, iii. 18, 1 Rom. viii. 29. 
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and theſe alſo one with another, which will 
be a conſiderable branch of the happineſs of 
this ſeparate ſtate : in which alſo there will 
be perfect knowledge in the ſoul; perfect 
knowledge of God in his attributes, perſons, 
and works, ſo far as a creature is capable of 
perfect knowledge of the Son of God in his 
perſon, offices and grace; perfect knowledge 
of the bleſſed Spirit; perfect knowledge of 
angels; perfect knowledge of one another, 
of which more hereafter; perfect knowledge 
of the providences of God, which have been 
mtricate and obſcure here, but now will be 
manifeſt ; perfect knowledge of the doctrines 
of the goſpel, of the myſteries of grace : 
now we know and propteſy but in part, but 
then ſhall we now as ewe are known . There 
will be alſo perfect holineſs; the foul will be 
entirely free from the being of fin, as well as 
from the guilt and pollution of it; it will be 
wholly delivered from the body of fin and 
death, under which it now groans, and be 
without ſpot, or blemiſh, or any ſuch thing; 
no finful thought, no impure defire, nor any 
evil inclination or biaſs in it. And fo there 
will be perfect peace of mind: if perfect 
peace is given to ſuch as believe now, much 


more hereafter; the end of ſuch will be 


peace; when they die they enter into it, even 
into the joy of their Lord, which will 
| be 


m 1 Cor. xiil. g, 12. P.. xxxvii..37. I, Ii. 2, 
Matt. xxv. 21, 


[ 30 ] 

be full, everlaſting, and without interrup- 
tion. 

2dly, At the reſurrection there will be a 
glory upon the body, as well as upon the 
foul ; a glory equal to that of the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars: the body, which is ſown in the 
earth in corruption; a vile body, corrupted 
by ſin, and now by death, and laid in cor- 
ruption and duſt, ſhall be raiſed in incorrup- 
tion »; no more to be corrupted by fin, or 
by diſeaſes, or by death; his corruptible 
ſpall put on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality, and death ſhall be faoal- 
lowed up in victory, an entire conqueſt be- 
ing obtained over it: and what is fown in 
diſhonour, and has loſt all its beauty and 
glory, and become nauſeous and fit only to 
be the companion of worms, ſhall be raiſed 
in glory; in the utmoſt perfection, beauty, 
and comelineſs, faſhioned like to the glori- 
ous body of Chriſt, and ſhine like the - in 
the firmament of heaven: and what is ſown 
in weakneſs, having loſt all its ſtrength, and 
carried by others to the grave, ſhall be raiſed 
in power ; ſtrong and hale, able to ſubſiſt 
without food, and to move itſelf from place 
to place, and will attend the ſervice of God 
and the Lamb without weakneſs and weari- 
neſs; there will be no more complaint of 


this kind, the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſp 
is 


* 1 Cor. xv 41—44, 5 3, 54- 
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7s weak? : and what is ſown a natural body, 
or an aig] one, which while it lived was 
ſupported with animal food, and when it 
died, died as animals do, ſhall be raz/ed a 
ſpiritual body ; not turned into a ſpirit, for 
then it would not have fleſh and bones, as 
it will have; but it will ſubſiſt as ſpirits do, 
without food, and the like, and no more die; 
then it will be no incumbrance to the ſoul, 
as now, in ſpiritual ſervices, but aiding and 
aſſiſting to it in them, and be fitted for ſpi- 
ritual employments, and to converſe with 
ſpiritual objects; and thus will it continue 
for ever. Wherefore 

3dly, in this conjunct ſtate, when ſoul and 
body will be united together, there will be a 
freſh acceſſion of glory to the whole man, 
and new enjoyments poſſeſſed, or the ſame 
in a more large and ſenſible manner. As, 

1. There will be what is commonly called 
the beatific viſion; which tho' in part en- 
joyed before, will be now enlarged, and will 


be both intellectual and corporeal, according 


to the diverſity of objects it will be con- 
cerned with. 

(1.) There will be the viſion of God: 
now we walk by faith, then by fight ; we 
ſhall ſee his face in righteouſneſs, yea face to 
face, and even ſee him as he iss; not his 

| eſſence 


Matt. xxvi. 41. 4 2 Cor. v. 7. Pf. xvii. 15. 
1 Cor, xiii. 12, 1 John iii. 2. 
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eſſence and nature, ſo as to comprehend it; 
but ſhall have a clear and unbeclouded a p- 
rehenſion of his perfections and glory: we 
ſhall fee God in all his perſons; we ſhall ſce 
the Father of Chriſt and ours, who loved us 
with an everlaſting love ; who choſe and 
bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in his 
Son ; who made a covenant with him, and 
us in him, ordered in all things and ſure ; 
who laid help on him the mighty One, and 
ſent him in the fulneſs of time, to be our 
Redeemer and Saviour: we ſhall fee the 
Son of God himſelf, who became our ſurety, 
and is the Mediator between God and man; 
who aſſumed our nature, ſuffered and died 
in our room and ſtead ; who roſe again, aſ- 
cended to heaven, is {et down at the right- 
hand of God, and will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs: we ſhall ſee the glory of his 
divine perſon, with the eyes of our under- 
ſtanding fully enlightened, and his glory as 
mediator, of which we have little know- 
ledge now, only believe it, but then we 
ſhall have a clear underſtanding and diſ- 
cernment of it; yea in our fleſb ſhall we ſee 
God, as Job fays*, and with our corporal 
eyes behold the glory of Chriſt's human 
body; we ſhall fee that beautiful face that 
was once beſmeared with ſweat and blood, 
ſhine like the ſun in its full ſtrength ; and 
thoſe 


Job xix. 26, 27. 
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thoſe bleſſed temples that were crowned with 
thorns, crowned with glory and honour; and 
him whoſe hands and feet were pierced with 
nails, and covered with gore blood, holding 
the ſcepter of his kingdom, or walking in 
ſtately majeſty, or ſitting on his throne of 
glory: we ſhall ſee the bleſſed Spirit, who 
convinced us of fin, righteouſneſs, and judg- 
ment, and was our quickner and comforter ; 
who led us into truth, and took of the things 
of Chriſt and ſhewed them to us; who wit- 
neſſed to our ſpirits that we were the children 
of God, and often aſſiſted us in our prayers 
to him ; was the earneſt of our inheritance, 
and by whom we were ſealed unto the day 
of redemption : we ſhall ſee him who began, 
and carried on, and perfected the work of 
grace in us ; and that with the greateſt plea- 
ſure and thankfulneſs. 

(2.) Saints will ſee all the holy angels in 
their ſhining forms, ranks, and orders; thoſe 
thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers 
made by Chriſt, and ſubject to him: we 
ſhall ſee thoſe ſons of God, thoſe morning- 
ſtars that ſung together when the foundation 
of the earth was hid; thoſe ten thouſands of 


holy ones that made ſuch a conſiderable fi- 


gure in the apparatus at mount Sinai, when 
from the Lord's right hand went a fiery law; 
that multitude of the heavenly hoſt that de- 
ſcended at Chriſt's incarnation, and ſung 
E a glory 


1341 
glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, 


and good-will to men; that numerous com- 
pany of them that attended our Lord at his 
aſcenſion, and will be with him when he 
comes a ſecond time to judge the world in 
righteouſneſs: we ſhall ſee them bowin 
their heads whilſt they advre the divine be- 
ing, and celebrate the pet fections of his na- 
ture, and clapping their wings whilſt the 
heavenly arches reſound their praiſes, and 
thoſe of glorified ſaints. 

(3.) The ſaints will ſee and know one an- 
other in this perfect ſtate, This queſtion 
was aſked Luther a little before his death *, 
whether we ſhould know one another in the 
other world ? to which he anſwered, by ob- 
ſerving the caſe of Adam, who knew Eve to 
be fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bone, 
whom he had never ſeen before. How did 
he know this, ſays he? by the Spirit of God, 
by revelation ; ſo added he, ſhall we know 
parents, wives, children, in the other world, 
and that more perfectly. Beſides, how did 
the apoſtles know Maſes and Elias on the 
mount with Chriſt, whom they had never 
ſeen before, no not any ſtatue, picture, or re- 
preſentation of them, which were not allowed 
among the Jews, but by revelation? ſo the 
ſaints ſhall know one another in heaven; how 
otherwiſe can thoſe, whom goſpel-miniſters 

have 


Vid. Melchior. Adam. vit. Lutheri, p. 154. 
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have been the inſtruments of their conver» 
ſion and edification, be their joy and crown 
of rejoicing at the laſt day? And indeed it 
ſeems neceſſary to the felicity of ſociety to 
know one another ; we are never quite free 
and eaſy in company, when a ſtranger is in 
it we know not: and it will undoubtedly 
give a pleaſure not to be expreſſed, to fee 
and know thoſe perſonages we then ſhall, 
There we ſhall ſee the firſt man that was in 
the world, the head and repreſentative of all 
mankind, and the figure of him that was to 
come, with Eve the mother of all living; 
we ſhall ſee this happy pair in a more ex- 
alted ſtation than when in a ſtate of inno- 
cence in Eden's garden: there we ſhall ſee 
the firſt martyr whoſe blood was ſhed in the 
cauſe of religion, who by faith in the facri- 
fice of Chriſt, at that diſtance from it, offered 
a more excellent one than his brother : 
there we ſhall fee the man that ſaw two 
worlds, the old world that then was, and 
the preſent one that now is; who built an 
ark for the ſaving of himſelf and family, 
when the world of the ungodly was ſwept 
away with the deluge : there we ſhall ſte 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with the reſt of 


the patriarchs, both before and after the 


flood, and fit down with them in the king- 
dom of heaven: there we ſhall ſee Moſes 
the meckeſt of men, by whom the Lord did 

E 2 ſuch 
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ſuch wonders in the land of Ham, and in 
the fields of Zoan, the lawgiver of 1/rael, 
who led them thro' the red-ſea and wilder- 
neſs, to the border of Canaan's land: there 
we ſhall ſee the man after God's own heart, 
the ſweet Pſalmiſt of 1/rael, ſtriking his harp 
to a higher note, to a better tune, and to 
better purpoſe than when here on earth : 
there we ſhall ſee the evangelic prophet 
Jaiab, with the reſt of his brethren the pro- 
phets, who propheſied beforehand of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
follow : there we ſhall ſee the forerunner 
and harbinger of Chriſt, who prepared his 
way by preaching and baptizing, and who 
ſo clearly pointed him out as the lamb of 
God that taketh away the fins of the world : 
there we ſhall ſee the apoſtles of Chriſt, the 
companions of our dear Redeemer, who 
heard hisdoctrines, ſaw his miracles, and were 
witneſſes of his ſufferings, death, reſurrec- 
tion, and aſcenſion to heaven, and were the 
inſtruments of ſpreading the Goſpel thro' 
the ſeveral parts of the world, and ſealed it 
with their blood : there we ſhall ſee the 
wondrous man that was caught up into the 
third heaven, who heard words unſpeakable, 
not lawful for a man to utter; who preach- 
ed the Goſpel from Yeruſalem round about 
to Hlyricum, and was the means of convert- 

ing ſo many thouſands of fouls, and of plant- 
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ing ſo many churches in the Gentile world. 
There we ſhall ſee all the confeſſors and 
martyrs of Jeſus, that have been in all 
ages; yea, the general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt-born, whoſe names are writ- 
ten in heaven; the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, with the glory of God upon her; 
even the whole innumerable company of 
the choſen, redeemed, and called ones, 
cloathed in white robes, and palms in their 
hands, | 

2, As in this ſtate there will be an en- 
joyment of all that is good, ſo a freedom 
from all that is evil, There will be an en- 
tire deliverance from tin; the ſaints will no 
more groan, being burdened with it ; the 
Canaanite will be no more in the land; or 
ſuch ſins and corruptions in the heart, which 
are now thorns in the fleſh, and pricks in 
the eyes and ſides of good men; there will 
be no more a pricking brier, or grieving 
thorn, through the heavenly land; or any 
temptations of ſatan to diſturb and moleſt ; 
the people of God will be out of the reach 
of his fiery darts : he found ways and means 
to get into the earthly paradiſe to ſeduce our 
firſt parents, but he'll never be able to get 
into the heavenly paradiſe ; he is caſt out 
and fallen from thence, and will never re- 
aſſume his place any more there: nor will 


wicked men any more oppreſs them, Here 
the 
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the wicked ceaſe from troubling * ; nor will 
their cars be offended any more with their 
oaths and blaſphemies, or grieved with their 
filthy converſation ; they'll then be ſhut up 
in the pit of deſtruction, and a vaſt chaſm, 
a great gulph fixed between them, ſo that 
there will be no paſſing from one to the 
other: nor will there be any afflictions at- 
tending the ſaints in this ſtate ; they will 
now be come out of great tribulations, and 
ſhall hunger and thirſt no more, nor be an- 
noyed and diſtreſſed with any outward ca- 
lamity whatever; there will be no more 
pain or ſorrow, diſeaſes and death; nor 
will there be any inward diſtreſſes; no more 


fightings without, the warfare will be ac- 


compliſhed, nor fears within *, about their 
ſtate and condition ; no more doubts nor 
queſtioning, nor miſgivings of heart, nor 
unbelief; no more darkneſs and deſertion, 
but everlaſting joy ſhall be upon them, and 
forrow and fighing ſhall flee away; and there 
will be nothing but perfect reſt, eaſe, and 
peace. 
The employment of the ſaints in this 
ſtate deſerves notice, and will be no ſmall 
part of their happineſs : as their bodies will 
be raiſed and united to their fouls, they'll 
ſpend the happy hours and days of eternity 
in converſing with each other, in fitting, 

walking, 


* ſob iii. 17. t 2 Cor. vil. 5, 
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walking, and talking together about divine, 
ſpiritual, and heavenly things, and that in 
an audible manner: what | language they 
will ſpeak is not for us to ſay; it is highly 

robable, fince tongues will ceaſe *, that the 
jargon, of ſpeech introduced at Babel will 
be no more ; but that one language will be 
ſooken by all, but what that will be, can- 
not be determined ; perhaps a language 
more pure, more perfect, more elegant, 
more refined than ever was ſpoken by man 
on earth: the ſaints will now be employed 
in ſerving the Lord continually, not by 
preaching, or hearing, or reading, or pray- 
ing, or attending on ordinances as now, 
which will be no more, but in praiſing the 
Lord for all the benefits of his grace and 
goodneſs ; they'll ſing the ſong of Meſes 
and the Lamb; the ſongs of electing, re- 
deeming, juſtifying, adopting, calling, ſanc- 
tifying, and perſevering grace ; and this will 
be their work throughout an endleſs eter- 
nity. But I haſten, 


III. To point out unto you in a few words 
the perſons that ſhall enjoy this glory. 
And theſe are the objects and ſubjects of 


the grace of God, on whom it is beſtowed, 


and in whom it is wrought, God firſt gives 
grace, and then gives glory ; and to whom- 
ſoever 

" 4 Cor. xi. 8. 
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ſoever he gives the one, he gives the other, 
They are the elect of God, ſuch as are or- 
dained unto eternal life, that are intereſted 
in predeſtinating grace; for whom he did 
predeſtinate to the adoption of children, 
them he glorifies . They are the redeemed 
of the Lamb, the church and people he has 
purchaſed with his blood; nor will he loſe 
his purchaſe, which he would, ſhould they 
not be brought to glory; were it fo, his 
death would be in vain, nor would he ſee 
the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatished ; but 
he'll have them all with him on mount Zin, 
Theſe are the harpers that will be continually 


harping with their harps, ſinging the new 


ſong, which none but the redeemed can fing, 


they themſelves being redeemed from amon 

men *. They are ſuch as are called by the 
grace of God with an high, holy and hea- 
venly calling ; and as they are called to a 
ſtate of glory and happineſs, they ſhall cer- 
tainly enjoy it. Theſe are regenerated by 
the Spirit of God, and ſhall both ſee and 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; they are 
born heirs apparent to the heavenly inheri- 
tance ; they are openly and manifeſtatively 
the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and fo heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Chriſt. They are ſuch who are juſtified by 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; no unrighteous 
ones 


” Rom. viii. zo. * Rev. xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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ones ſhall inherit the kingdom of heaven, 
nor any enter into it that have not a better 
righteouſneſs than their own ; only the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is the ;u/tzfication of life, 
or what intitles to eternal life; and ſuch who 
are juſtified by it become heirs of that life, 
and ſhall poſleſs it; for whom he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified * : in a word, all that 
truly and ſpiritually know Chriſt, whom to 
know is life eternal, or that really believe in 
him, ſhall partake of this glory; yea, he that 
beheves on him hath everlaſting life * already; 
he has the beginning, earneſt and pledge of 
it, and ſhall enjoy the whole; nothing is 
more true than this, he that belreveth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved *, I cloſe all with a 
word or two. 


Every one that has been hearing this diſ- 
courſe, I doubt not, will be deſirous of this 
glory that has been ſpoken of, and wiſh to 
be admitted after death into this ſtate of 


happineſs ; but the firſt queſtion ſuch ſhould 


aſk their own ſouls is, whether they are 
partakers of the grace of God ? for no grace- 
leſs perſons ſhall inherit glory. God gives 
glory to none but to whom he firſt gives 


grace; grace is his firſt gift, and glory is 


his 


Rom. v. 18. 


* John vi. 47. 
d Mark xvi. 16. 
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his laſt ; and none have the latter, but thoſe 
who ſhare in the former: therefore the 
firſt concern ſhould be about the grace of 
God, whether there is any reaſon to hope 
and believe that you are intereſted in elec- 
ting and redeeming grace, by being called, 
regenerated, and ſanctified; have you ſeen 
your loſt ſtate by nature, and been brought 
to believe in Chriſt, and truſt in him for 
life and ſalvation; then you may aſſure your- 
ſelves of this happy ſtate. And let all truly 
gracious ſouls be ſeeking the things above, 
where Jeſus is, and ſet their affections on 
them, and not on things on earth ; let them 
be looking for the bleſſed hope and glorious 
appearance of Chriſt, and be rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God. And let them 
aſcribe both their grace and glory to the 
ſovereign good will and pleaſure of God ; 
for they are both the gifts of his grace, from 
whom every good and perfect gift * comes, 
Grace is freely given, and ſo is glory: Eter- 
nal life is the gift of God, thro' Jeſus Chrijt 
our Lord*; and neither of them to be at- 
tributed to the works or deſerts of men: 

wherefore we that are partakers of the one, 
and hope for the other, ſhould look upon 
ourſelves under the higheſt obligations to 
_ glorify God for ſuch undeſerved grace and 
goodneſs ; ſhould be careful to walk _— 
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of the grace by which we are called, and 
of the glory we are called unto; and ſines 
we look for ſuch great and glorious things 
to come, what manner of perſons ought Wwe 
to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, 
and to be diligent that we may be found 
of Chriſt in peace, without ſpot and blame- 
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